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The fermer border cuard company 

sOpre;; an e lormer training company had been deactivated. The former 
border guard company in Szombathely became a battalion and was reassigned 
to the border guard area headquarters in Zalaeperszer. Zo details were 
known on the reorganization of the border guard companies in Koermend and 
Szantcotthard. 


5. Officers who served with the former battalion included Junior Lieutenant 
Kocsis (fnu), one of the four investigation officers, Junior Lieutenant 
Dobo (fnu), deputy political officer, and Junior Lieutenant Peczeli, (fnu), 
paynaster, wio resained with the battalions; Captain Jozsef Narfi, deputy 
cumanding officers; Lieutenant Mihalyi, (fna), ordnance officer, and Junior 
Lieutenant Janos Szabo, crmmanding officer of the reserve company, were 
transferred to a border cuard area headquarters in Zalaegerszeg (¥ L/V 10); 
Junior Lieutenant Laszlo Ujj, border control officer, who was promoted to 
tie rank of senlor lieutenant and transferred to the Border Guard High ; 
Command in Budapest; Senior Lieutenant Pal Balogh, commanding officer of 
tie training company, and Junior Licutenant Janos Bajai also of the train= 
ing company, who were detached to the border guard NCO training school in 
Fot (Q 48A1 63); Junior Lieutenant Janos Bankoevi of the vorder guard 
company in Szombathely, who was appointed chief of staff of the new border 
gaarc. battalion in Szonmbathely; and Major Gyula Domonkos, commanding officer, 

_Captein Szabo (fnu), political c!ficer, Junior Lieutenant Istvan Veres, 
aa investigation officer, Junior Lieutenant Oerdoeg (fnu), and Senior 
Lieutenant Arpad Huszagh, commanding officer of the reserve company, who 
were transferred to undetermined places. _ 


& The battalion had 2 Opel Elite trucks, 1 x 3~ton Raba truck, 2 jeeps, 1 Pode 
jeda sedan, 2 small sedans of other types and 2 weapon carriers, It had 
aiso 10 horses and 2 herse=drawn vehicles, — 


7. Elf were equipped with Soviet model 1-18 rifies.| sid 25X11 
NCOs and squad leaders were armed with Soviet 

DLStOLS or Sumacnine guns with drun magazines. Light machine guns with 

cioum magazines were issued only for training purposes, Mo systematic train~ 

ing was conducted with heavy Maxim machine guns. [~ —s—CSs—“—SSSY 25X14 
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Borde:> Guard Area Headquarters in Zalaererszeg. 


8. Prior to June 1951, the AVI border guard area headquarters in Zalaugerszeg 
25X11 Cr lyv i) was cormanded by an unidentified lieutenant 
enlonel and was orga ized into a headquarters with a reserve company in 
Zalaegerszeg, one border guard battalion each Szombathely, Ceriszentoeter 
(7 3/2 80) and Koermen, and several border police detachments, one of which 
wis stationed in Szentgetthard. (3) 


- 9, The AVH border guard battalion in Saowoathety[_____ ras 25X1 
_ organized into a headquarters, one alert company, and one border guard 


detachment each in Bozsok (P 8/c 69), Nagynarda (P 8/c 58), Felsoezsatar 
(P h8/c 67) and Pinkamindszent (P LB/C 76). 
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aptain gop at Szabo, the commanding officer 

avtalion, was transferred in May 1951. lle was succeeded by another 
vaptaln vhose name. could not be determined. Other officers of the battalion 
headquarters included Lieutenant Armai (fnu), political officers Junior 
Lisutenant Aglinseki ‘fnu), deputy political officer; Junior Lieutenant 
Istvan Unger, supply officers; and Lieutenant Janos Rankoevi, No training 

of reernits was conducted «ith the battalion, whereas an instruction course 
for patrol leaders was held there. Te headquarters had one jeep and one 
sidecar motorcycle, 
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The AVI border guard detachrent in Felssecsata 
Although the troops discussed the fact that theres Eanieavion .ad Changed 
the detachment into companies, the new designations were not in general use. 
Pecsonnel of the border guard detachment in Felsoecsatar included Junior 
Lieutenant Sandor tlarkay, commanding officer, who wes the only officer of 
the unit and a fanatic Communist; 1 deputy to the commanding officers 1 
po.itical instructors; 1 private first class for training and 1 assistant 

to hing 1 border control HCO with a dog and 3 border control soldiers; 1 
party liaison mans 1 secretary of the Democratic Youth Organization (DISZ)$ 
arnt 5C border guard troops, The detachment totaled about £0 men, only 65 of 
whom were available for duty, however, The detachment was quarter :d in the 


‘former Recreation Home for Teachers southwest of Fel soecsatar 


Arms available to the detachment included about SO Soviet model M18 rifles, 
about 20 Soviet model M~Uu8 submachine guns with drum magazines, 5 Soviet 
mocel M=48 light machine guns with drum magazines, 2 nedel Meli8 Yaxim 


machine guns, 5 Soviet pistols and about 10 signal pistols, The field equip~ 


merit of a border guard soldier consisted of 1 rifle, 2 ammunition pockets 
cortaiaing 4O rounds, 1 infantry spade, 1 rucksack, 1 blanket, 1 shelter 
half with teat pins, and 2 cold daily rations. The rucksacks were made of 
rutcerized linen and replaced the field bags in October 1950. The patrol 
equipment of a border guard scldier included 1 rifle, 2 ammunition pockets, 


‘ 


1 siernal pistol. anc first-aid material. 


Uniforme . 


12. AVH border guard troops wore visor-type, round service caps with a wide 


green tand bearing the coat of arms of the People's Republic in front. The 
overcoat had « wide collar with lapels ard two rows of buttons also dis- 
playing, the coat of arns of the Peoplets Republic. Lightegreen, long 
patches bearing crossed~rifile insignia were worn on the collar of the over~ 
coat. Signal personnel wore bundled Lightning insignia, and medical ceorps 
personnel a green cross in a red circie, All troops wore a small bronze 


-batton with the coat of arms of the People's: Republic over the branch of 


service insignia. The wide Suviet-style epaulets were also of light green 
color. Eetter quality epaulets could he purchased by AVE personnel at a 
price of 8 forints. Service color and insignia were also worn on the high= 
buttoned cloth blouses with turned-down collars. AVH personnel wore long 
cloth trousers to be tucked into either jackboots or hobnailed mountain 
boots of reddish leather; the latter were worn in mountainous regions. The 
leather belt had a twomtongued buckle and attachments for a pouch to be 
wora on the side, 


Training , 


13. Reeruit training consisted of basic infantry drill and border guard training, 


with training in patrol duty being emphasized. Hajor practices or field 
exercises with other units were not held. Besides routine patrol duty, the 
border guard detachment in Felsoecsatar zontinued basic and border cuard 
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training and political indoctrination. Each week two soldiers were detached 
to a light machine gun instruction course in Zalaeserszeg. One-weck patrol 
leader courses were held in Sgombathely. In “ay 1951, two soldiers were 
detached to a marksmanship course held in Sopron (P ie/x 63) 4 


Berder Guard Duty. 


1h. Border euard auty included both day and night daty. A sentry was on 
consecutive duty for 6 to 12 hours, Sacluding the time it tock te walk between 
the pest and the duty point. Sentries were inspected at night by special 
contre] parties in compliance with directives of the commanding officer. 
4A raked and harrowed strip along the wire entanzlement on the border was 
inspected with flashlights for fresh traces by a northern and a southern 
tracing party, All border puard soldiers were specialists at tracing. Lf 
border guard personnel left their own footprints on the trip, they mark 
ed the place with branches or patches of grass. Persons vho did not answer 
vhon challenged or attempted to flee were fired at, if the person concern= 
ed was on Mlungarian territory. It was permissf{>le to arrest a person on 
Austrian territory if the arrested person could be taken to Hungarian 
territory and if the sentry had left his arms on Mungarian territory. Per sons 
arrest2d with incorrect documentation were first taken to the commanding 
officer who sent them to the investigating officer of the battalion if 
neccessary. During the period from 30 April to 2 June 1951, a total of 
five persons illegally crossed the border in the area of the detachment 
in Felsoecsatar, During the same period, two other persons were arrested 
after an attempted flight. The existing regulations made it possible for 
sertries to be called to account for border violations as many as five years 
follow.ng their dismissal from the dorder guarni. Since border cpuard records 
were kept with the detachment, it was possible at any time to datermine 
fron an interrogation of the border crosser concernad wo had been on duty 
ween a border violation occurred, Thus it was afrost impossible for a 
sentry uot to arrest an apprehended person, especially as all patrol nembers 
were in constant fear of informers in their own ranks. Only the commarding 
officer of tha border guard detachment was able to aid illegal border crossers 
since he alone knew where the patrols would be at cortain periods of time. 
The border guard datachment was inspected by the batlalion officers once 
or twice weekly, but the sentries themselves wera infrequently inspected. 
by officers from the battalion headquarters. (I) 


15. The soldiers received special training at checking identification papers. 
They were required to ask for registration slips, if the identification 
papers had-been issued inside the 15~km border zone and belonged to perscns 
residing 1M that sone, and to ask for identification papers with photograni 
if che person concerned was not known. Each border guard had to be familiar 
with the names and Signatures of the mayors of the villares in 
the border zene to be able to check on the authenticity of signatures on 
reg.stration slips. Persons wo had tes epproach ospecially close to the 
border had special permits, Persons who had registration slips fron toms 
outside the border zone were required to have special permits which were 
issued by the commanding officer in charge in the borcer gone. According 
ly; persens who wished to stay in the border gone had to submit applications 
te the border guard detachment. Their permits were limited as to time and 
Place. 


16. The alert company, previously the reserve company, had only barracks duties, 
and was called out for commitment against border violations. The company 
was also alerted when attempts at escape were reported. Alert commitnents 
were made when sentries found traces on the harrowed strip along the wire 
entenglenent which indicated that the border had been violated. The 
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violation of the >order was announced to the border guard detachment 
either by sigu«el flares at night or a burst of submachine gun fire in 
daytime and was then reported to the battalion. When the command Lor 
e:ficer of the border guard battelion had corroborated the report and 
established the time at which the violation had occurred, he alerted 
tae company under his command. The company was then transported te the 
soot and, together with the personnel of the border ruard detachment, 
eacircled and combed the area, using pre-arranged signais such as bursts 
of fire or signal flares. All buildings in the area were thoroughly 


searched. Such raids would last from 12 hours to lL days. 


A7. The so-called border police detachment in Koeszeg numbered between 20 
aud 25 men and was responsible fer checks on persons traveling by rail. 


3 Personiel and Disciplins. 


25X1C Le a of the 192], through 1928 classes 
| served with the alert company of the battalion in Koesszeg. Ferbers of 


the 192, through 1927 classes were discharged in February 1951, No volunteers 
served with the unit. The soldiers of the border guard detachment in 
Feiscecsatar belonged to the 1928 through 1930 classes. The soldiers of 

the 1929 through 1930 classes had been inducted in October 1950, The nen 
felt that they had too many duties, morale was low, so frequently imprison= 
ment was threatened to maintain discipline, Thay discussed the fact that, 
in the event of a change of fovermment, they would be called to account 

“op their activity as border guards, especially since they were granted 
special leave for each refugee arvested. Food was seed and varied. In 
April 1951, pay of a private was increased fro 105 to 150 forints per 
month o 
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25X1A omments . 

(i) Atout Th bordér guard battalions committed at the border ave been assigned 
directly to the AVE Border Guard High Command in udapest, the commanding 
general ov which, Major General Pires, is known Irom newspapes 
reports of the fall of 1950. It is probable thet, as in Czech slovakia, 
the roorganization effects a considerable reinforcement of border guard 
troops, and consequently, an intensivication of border control. 

(2) According to the report, the known border guard battalion in Koeszeg was 
net converted into a border guard area headquarters. It was previous’ 

25X1A tartered in the Jurisicsburg Kaserne, 
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